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I t’s mid-summer as the third issue of The Black 
Hood is being wrapped up and shipped off to 
press. It’s also convention season, when hordes of 
enthusiastic fans and collectors descend upon 
New York, Chicago, Houston, San Diego and 
half a dozen other American cities to swap tall tales and 
misinformation about the most empassioned interest in 
their lives: comic books! 

Displaying the zealous enthusiasm of the staunchest 
fans, the Archie/Red Circle comics editors are travel¬ 
ing the convention circuit, as well, to meet old readers 
and potential new ones and to leam what today’s comic 
fans look for most in their entertainment. 

New York’s Forbidden Planet-sponsored July 4th 
Convention was the first at which our editorial staff de¬ 
scended en masse. Rather than devote these pages to the 
few letters already received on the premiere issue of The 
Black Hood, which is only beginning to hit the news¬ 
stands this week, we thought it might be interesting to 
share some of the comments, criticisms and questions of 
those hobbiests we met at the grandaddy of all 
conventions. 

Since this column is being prepared without benefit of 
a recorded transcript, many of the fan statements, while 
not direct quotes, are paraphrased as accurately as 
possible. 

Is Gray Morrow, the artist who rendered the first 
issue of The Black Hood, going to continue to draw the 

Sam Schwartz 
New Paltz, N.Y. 

Gray was the first artist/writer/editor to breathe life into 
the new, updated version of the old M.L.J. Comics fa¬ 
vorite. He’s a man of considerable skills whose talents 
are much sought-after by most of the major comics pub¬ 
lishers. Virtually everyone at Red Circle respects and 
appreciates Gray and his ample abilities, and hope he’ll 
stay with The Black Hood series. However, due to other 
commitments, it may be physically impossible for his 
work to see print every issue. 

I’ve heard rumors of a Black Hood mini-series written 
by Robert Kanigher. Will this appear in a separate ti¬ 
tle, apart from the bi-monthly Black Hood comic? 

Carl Ressler 
Warfordsburg, PA 

Bob has just completed the fourth and final book of his 
Black Hood epic. It chronicles the birth of The Black 
Hood legend from its inception during the middle ages, 
to the present incarnation of the character. It is the de¬ 
finitive history of the mask and the heroic individuals 
who’ve worn it. 

Whether the four-part feature will see print as a sep¬ 
arate Black Hood mini-series or as a four-issue se¬ 
quence within our new Blue Ribbon title, has yet-to-be 
decided. When we know, you’ll know! 


Do you have any plans to revive the original Black 
Hood, as you did with the original Shield? 

Gerry Gross 
Orange, N.J. 

We’re of the opinion that a lot of characters running 
around with the same name causes unnecessary confu¬ 
sion. Right now there are two Shields, one appearing as 
the backup feature within The Mighty Crusaders, the 
other starring in the pages of The Shield/Steel Ster¬ 
ling title. There are also two Hangmen (three if you 
want to count the villainous imposter in Mighty Cru¬ 
saders #3) featured in the premiere issue of The Comet . 

For the sake of continuity, however, it’s a virtual ne¬ 
cessity that we reveal the fate of the original, 1940’s 
Black Hood. The emotionally-charged epic that tells all 
begins in our very next issue. It’s a thought-provoking 
contrast in moral values, as well as a bold statement on 
the social changes and moral decay of a nation. It’s des¬ 
tined to be a much-talked-about classic you won 't want 


I was very pleased to see the Alex Toth covers on several 
of your magazines. Will Alex continue to do work for 
Red circle in the future? 

A1 Dellinges 
* San Francisco, CA 

Like Gray Morrow, Alex is one of the living legends 
of the comics industry. His inspired storytelling and 
unique talent for design have inspired a whole genera¬ 
tion of young artists, while his highly-stylized art has 
been prized by collectors for more than three decades. He 
has long-since paid his dues and earned the respect of 
his professional peers. Alex is welcome to produce as 
much or as little as he pleases on whatever Red Circle 
character or project interests him most. 

His Fox adventures, begun in the last issue of The 
Black Hood, have already received a great many favor¬ 
able comments from admiring fans. Though the series 
initially seems to be a success, we know that Alex is an 
artist who refuses to stagnate. He, like his work, has 
grown in maturity over the years, and we think we can 
safely predict that he’ll leave The Fox behind once he 
feels he’s said all that can be said about the character. 
When that time comes (and we hope it won’t be within 
this decade—but we know better) we sincerely hope his 
interest will drift in the direction of another Red Circle 
project. At that point, we will, however, be grateful for 
however many Fox adventures he has seen fit to con¬ 
tribute to The Black Hood. 

On another note, old time comics fan Dellinges has 
been an admirer of Alex’s work virtually from the be¬ 
ginning. He’s even published a beautiful little volume 
entitled “ The Art of Alex Toth. ” And his Near Mint 
magazine is a gem of a fanzine for students, fans and 
professionals in the field of comics. It’s recommended 
reading, and available from Al for $3.00 per copy at P.0. 
Box 34158, San Francisco, CA 94134. 







Author/editor Bill DuBay has spent most of his seven¬ 
teen years in comics producing some Of the finest horror 
stories ever to see print. Is there any chance he’ll have 
the opportunity to exercise his talent for the macabre at 

Red Circle? 

Irwin Schoenfeld 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Red Circle’s newest title, Blue Ribbon, is a revolving 
anthology of new characters and formats. The first issue 
(swept off newsstands last month) showcased the best of 
Joe Simon and Jack Kirby’s classic Fly adventures 
from the early 1960’s. Issue #2, at your favorite comics 
shoppe now, features a thirty-page epic by Robin Sny¬ 
der and Bill DuBay starring old M.L.J. Comics fa¬ 
vorite Mr. Justice. It’s illustrated by Trevor von 
Eeden and Alex Nino, two exciting and innovative tal¬ 
ents working together for the first time: We think it’s the 
best looking art ever seen in a super hero comic. 

Future issues of Blue Ribbon currently being read¬ 
ied for publication, offer The Fox, Lancelot Strong, 
The Shield, and a modern fairy tale/adventure entitled 
Unicorn, by Rudy Nebres. A horror anthology is also 
in the works. It highlights the talents of not only Sny¬ 
der, DuBay and Nino, but Steve Ditko, Gray Mor¬ 
row and Steve Bissette, as well. It’s a project everyone 
around the Red Circle offices is excited about. 

Alex Nino, Rudy Nebres, Vic Catan, Alex Toth and 
Bill DuBay are all contributing regularly to the Red 
Circle comics. Is there a chance we’ll be seeing the work 
of even more artists and writers who were once regular 
contributors to the now-defunct line of Warren comics? 

Manual Auad 
San Francisco, CA 

Lee Elias, Esteban Maroto, Luis Bermejo, Nestor 
Redondo, Victor de la Fuente, E.R. Cruz, Abel 
Laxamana, Frank Thorne, Noli Paniligan and 
Jose Gonzalez are only a few of the talents who once 
conprised the finest artistic team ever assembled to pro¬ 
duce commercial comics. Each man is a supreme artistic 
craftsman and storyteller and would certainly do credit 
to any publication to which he contributed. Current Red 
Circle editor Bill DuBay was the man responsible for 
assembling this consummate body of creative genius for 
Warren Publishing. It’s a pretty safe bet that you ’ll be 
seeing their unique skills showcased in forthcoming Red 
Circle titles. 

I’ve seen advertisements for J.C. Comics like Thunder 
Agents, popping up in the Red Circle titles. What’s 
the relationship between J.C. Comics and Red Circle? 

Mark Hersch 
Staten Island, N.Y. 

The J.C. of J.C. Comics is John Carbonaro. You’ve 
seen his name and his work in previous issues of The 
Black Hood, and will continue to see both in the very 
near future. He’s an enterprising young writer/editor/ 
publisher who produces The Thunder Agents and Hall 
of Fame. His comics are distributed by Archie/Red 
Circle, which is only one of the reasons why we regularly 
recommend them within our pages. The other reasons 
are that his comics are pretty nice to read, and John 
himself isn ’t such a bad guy! 


There’s a terrible glut of super hero comics currently 
flooding the newsstands. Aren’t the editors and publish¬ 
ers at Red Circle afraid that fans will lose interest when 
overwhelmed by so many long-underwear characters? 

Tom Ghee 
Ridgefield, CT 


Not really! Archie Comics, the parent company of the 
Red Circle line of costumed heroes, was one of the first 
publishing houses to produce comics. In the late 1930's 
through the 1940’s, super heroes were the company's 
staple. The Shield was the world’s first patriotic cos¬ 
tumed hero. Steel Sterling was “The Man of Steel" a 
decade before some other caped crusader pilfered the ti¬ 
tle. The Black Hood, Mr. Justice, The Web, Comet 
and several dozen other characters cavorted about in col¬ 
orful crimebusting regalia long before the creators of most 
of today’s heroes were even born. 

The founders of that original comics company, John 
Goldwater and Louis Silberkleit, have not only sur¬ 
vived those periods when interest in costumed heroes has 
been virtually nil, but have thrived in the climate by 
being something other comics publishers have never 
learned to be: innovative! 

If the current interest in heroic adventure were to sub¬ 
side tomorrow, both the Archie and Red Circle comics 
lines would not only survive, but would, in all liklihood, 
prosper, by being the leaders in a new and even more 
exciting direction in comics publishing. 


The Rook was one of my favorite comic book charac¬ 
ters. Is there any chance that Bill DuBay, the writer/ 
editor/creator of the series, and Rook artist Lee Elias 
will be working together again on any Red Circle 
comics? 


M.C. Seip 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 


Lee has recently undergone open heart surgery, and will 
be recouperating for the next several months. Though he 
recently announced his retirement from comics, we think 
there’s a good chance we can coax him back to the draw¬ 
ing board. If so, you’ll be seeing he and Bill together 
again, creating the kind of comic book magic for which 
they’ve each earned their well-deserved reputations. In 
the meantime, however, you’ll be able to see Lee’s best 
work in the first issue of Red Circle’s new Collectors’ 
Classics Series. His legendary Beyond Mars strip, 
syndicated by the New York Daily News in the early 
1950’s, is the subject of the premiere issue. 


I’ve only just begun collecting comics and don’t really 
know too much about the Archie/Red Circle charac¬ 
ters. How can I find out more about your titles? Are there 
any Red Circle checklists? 

Richard Achaffer 
New York, N.Y. 


Yes and no. While there are no publications devoted en¬ 
tirely to listing our various characters and their myriad 
appearances, there have been checklists published in 
several of our comics. See The Fly #2 and #3, Shield 
#2 and # 3 and Blue Ribbon # 1 and #2. The best way 
to learn about our costumed heroes, new and old, how¬ 
ever, is simply to read every new issue we publish. We 
think you’ll like what we ’re doing. 
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MY MOTOR 

PERK 66 P 5 ! 


ASISAIO,YOU 
AM A WONDER/ 
SUCCESS 

should eel® 

’iovtef 


I PERFECTED rr FHRDM *3fr TO 

‘ 4 * »JMaP§ AN' H$?&RS 
no < 3 dst- harp rgg^giri 


si 

pDBl 6 ORAMV ^ 

WNDf U 3 DNY? M 

MARES A MAN M 

BHY’gR.'N'TlREP — ^ 




























I WAS AN ODD K*D IN 6 CHOOL, A LONELY ONE - • 
MV NAME,pUMM, BfZOUONTME lOTBO'JOWSS, 
l KIDS ARE CRUEL AT TIMES, but NOflUENRS — I 
UlKgP T'peAjD/THINK, DOODLEIDEA 6 ,MAKE 

1 WORKING MODEL* OF 'EM / CREATE > INVENT,* 


i<-er by from fees T i'mtooolpN 

PAID Me BY FOLKS WHo\ AN' MEAN 8V 

Incense mv patented now t'oive 

GIZMOE-OIVIN'ME J IN OR GIVE UP, 
FFEEDCMT' REFUSE 1 V SEE,SOW? 
WEASELDEALS - 
WFETH'ONET’Buy 

Ah' bvpv mv motor. / SB 


HEX’ 

DUMMY, 


UGLY NEW 
.TOY- J 


DISCOVERINGTHE 
WONDER&OFOUR 
TCVIN LIBRARY LED 
To WRITING ABOUT 
AND BVTHfi GREAT 
NIKOLA T 5 *iA- 
■pATHEfZOf ELCCnO- 

f&gS&BSff 

ELECnaopNYSICS 
-became A H 6 RO 
OFjVMN EPOR H 15 
IMVEMTIVEGeNit^ 
—WHOMANTEPTO 
BROADCAST,FROM 
TOWERS IWTDOUR 
HOMES, ELECTR/OIL 


TO^R^sSK.' 



THINKQFITiSON—^ 

NO WIRES, PLUGS, 
FUSEBOXESOR j 
MBTEP 50 P.MGNT 

‘N'rowerbiust'I 

MESS WITH'THEY 
'NEITTRAH'Z^O' t 

ou tesla — in x 

THEIR WAY .'JUST 
FROZE'IMOVT/ > 


NOTME/THOV 1 
GONNA PISHT, 
•EMT'TH'BNp/ 

now let's sir 

THETHW^R'N' 
HiSPALST'fH' 
l SHERIFF IN . 
vtown,sdn/ , 


MY THOUGHTS, 
EXACTLY, OT<5 - 
l KNOW WHERE 
TDEINDTHEM ‘ 
ALONGSIDE , 
k YOURROAr' 


'SAY/V, 
JEST' 
THOUGHT, 
. O'RAUl, 



•I'M SURE' 
HE'LL TURN 
UP SOON.' 


NOT TO 
WORRY 

ons- 


' HOPE HE'S \ UNARMED, 
ORfY! WA6 \ TOO/ R, 1 ^ 
TRACKIN' |WORK»W£ 
DOWN THEM COTT'FIN 
WEASELS, / HlMiTOO 


YOUNGISH T 
FEWER, FROM 
TOWN-HE'S 
OUT'N'TH' ^ 
WOODS,I fl 
. 6 'ROSE-/ 


AND WHEN HE 
DID. RAUL HAP 
ONE HELL Op A 

STORY To wRns/ 
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